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CAP. 5

Corpus linguistics e Data-driven learning
1 Langue e parole, competence e performance
Rimane da vedere come le analisi computerizzate del linguaggio stiano contribuendo a muoversi nella direzione dell'insegnamento di una lingua come essa è, e non come qualcuno pensa che sia.

Riprendiamo uno dei principi già enunciati:

Evidence from computational linguistics and discourse analysis influence syllabus content and sequence. (Lewis 1993:vi)

La premessa generale è la grande svolta negli studi linguistici che si è registrata negli ultimi decenni, da quando le intuizioni dei linguisti sono state confrontate con i dati raccolti dalle banche-dati linguistiche. Da questi dati emergono paradigmi che non erano visibili in precedenza; di più: emerge la smentita di affermazioni che apparivano consolidate e incontrovertibili. Ad esempio, scoprire la presenza di incassamenti centrali multipli in inglese ha indotto un linguista tradizionale come J. Sampson ad abbracciare gli studi di linguistica computazionale: “se ci sbagliavamo fino a questo punto…” (cfr. Tognini-Bonelli 2001:87). 

Rinviamo al volume appena citato e ai riferimenti bibliografici ivi contenuti coloro che volessero approfondire questi aspetti. C’è una netta spaccatura tra i linguisti computazionali e i mentalisti: Chomsky nel 1999 affermava l’inesistenza della corpus linguistics e, assieme ai linguisti della sua scuola accusa J. Sinclair e tutti i computazionalisti di “empirismo selvaggio”. Chi ritiene oggetto di studio la competence ma non la performance non può accettare (se non a prezzo di smentire se stesso) che ora anche la performance possa essere analizzata con un alto grado di affidabilità. Gli “empiristi” controbattono mostrando dati difficilmente controvertibili. 

Non ci addentriamo in questa affascinante polemica che ci porterebbe fuori dall’orizzonte glottodidattico. Ribadiamo solo che la disponibilità di grandi basi di dati (per l’inglese esistono corpora che superano il mezzo miliardo di parole) e di strumenti informatici adeguati a gestirle, esplorale e analizzarle, fa sì che da qualche tempo noi possiamo fare affidamento su una linguistica della parole e non più solo di una linguistica della langue. Per scoprire un problema di grammatica bastano due frasi da mettere a confronto. Ad esempio, la dissimmetria tra

1) Sono costretto a partire

2) Sono disposto a partire

appare immediatamente chiara quando parafrasiamo la prima come

3) Qualcuno mi costringe a partire

ma scopriamo che non possiamo dire

4) *Qualcuno mi dispone a partire

L’esempio riecheggia quello celebre di Chomsky John is eager to please contrapposto a John is easy to please. Ma l’esempio chomskyano può essere messo in una luce ancora diversa se si osserva che mentre easy è tra le parole più usate in inglese (il COBUILD la registra tra i 680 lemmi più frequenti), eager non è tra le prime 1700. Al contrario, sia disporre — che però ha diversi significati — che costringere fanno parte del vocabolario fondamentale della lingua italiana, ossia sono tra le 2000 parole più usate secondo lo studio di De Mauro (1997) sul vocabolario di base della lingua italiana.
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L’impiego di grandi corpora ha permesso anche di verificare aspetti di uso della lingua che tradizionalmente sono gestiti dalla grammatica. L’esempio più noto e significativo riguarda le parole inglesi some e any. Tradizionalmente la seconda è presentata come forma sostitutiva della prima negli enunciati negativi, interrogativi o dubitativi, ma un’indagine sulla Bank of English ha mostrato una realtà diversa: il più delle volte some è connessa a un’idea di “una parte di un tutto” o “una certa quantità di” mentre any si collega all’alternativa “tutto o niente” oppure all’idea di “qualsiasi”. Dal punto di vista didattico è quindi più produttivo presentarle come voci separate piuttosto che come coppia di aggettivi o pronomi legati da una regola di grammatica.

La verifica sulla realtà consente di contrastare un certo tipo di grammaticalismo che vorrebbe ricondurre a regola tutto ciò che sembra prestarvisi. Quando cominciai a studiare inglese quasi 50 anni fa, mi venne insegnato che each other si usa come pronome reciproco con due referenti e one another quando i referenti sono più di due. Andando a verificare questo nell’“home corpus” descritto nel § 4 del terzo capitolo, ho riscontrato anzitutto che each other ricorre 1280 volte (compresi 122 casi di each other’s) mentre one another ricorre 293 volte (compresi 22 casi di one another’s); si vede quindi che le due forme non sono altrettanto utili e che in entrambe si riscontra una frequenza molto alta della forma possessiva, pari al 9,15 % ossia a 1 ogni 11. Questo porta a raccomandare che la forma possessiva sia tenuta nella dovuta considerazione e non relegata tra le eccezioni del tutto secondarie. 

Tornando al punto centrale dell’analisi, si possono riscontrare numerosi esempi che contraddicono la presunta regola; eccone un piccolo campionario:

row of paving-stones placed on top of each other

we are Jesus' friends if we care for each other and follow His directions

the shouts of people calling to each other

three hostile tribes,  and darted upon each other from ambush

People see each other from early morning.

the two beasts turned to look upon one another

tearing and rending at one  another like two bull apes

those two arms touched one  another

both making noble efforts to deceive one another

Può essere più significativo che il COBUILD nel sotto-lemma one another s. v. another fornisca due esempi, il secondo dei quali è The two countries do little trade with one another. E nella definizione di each other (s. v. each) si parla di “each member of a group does something to the others…” ove sia group (invece di pair) sia others (invece di other) rinviano a una pluralità di soggetti — anche se due esempi su tre rinviano chiaramente a due soggetti che interagiscono, mentre il terzo è indeterminato da questo punto di vista. Il Longman Activator (1993) s. v. each other parla esplicitamente di “two or more people” e poi accomuna in un’unica esemplificazione each other e one another. Analoga è la posizione degli altri dizionari consultati. In sintesi si può concludere che la “regola” indica al più una linea di tendenza, ma certamente non è errato usare one another con riferimento a due e each other con riferimento a più di due.

2. I dati come base e come guida

La denominazione data-driven learning, proposta da T. F. Johns, merita qualche attenzione. Infatti non è stata scelta solo perché l’alternativa data-based si presta facilmente ad equivoci, connessi con i molteplici usi dei database in informatica, ma piuttosto per un richiamo al corpus-driven approach contrapposto al corpus-based approach (confronta Tognini-Bonelli 2001) in linguistica computazionale. Si fa una distinzione, infatti, tra l’uso dei corpora per verificare delle ipotesi precostituite (come nell’analisi di each other vs. one another in inglese) e l’esplorazione dei corpora per scoprire dati nuovi: in questo senso è un “lasciarsi guidare” dal corpus e da ciò che esso è in grado di rivelare. Ogni lingua appare molto diversa quando la si prende in esame in grandi quantitativi.

A illustrazione delle proposte di Johns per il data-driven learning (DDL) abbiamo scelto e riproduciamo (ringraziando l’autore per averlo consentito) il documento reperibile on-line alla pagina http://web.bham.ac.uk/johnstf/def_art.htm; la scelta è dettata dal desiderio di mostrare come un problema ritenuto squisitamente grammaticale, ossia l’omissione dell’articolo in inglese, possa essere affrontato in modo efficace attraverso un approccio lessicale. Indirettamente si ribadisce l’artificiosità della contrapposizione tra lessico e grammatica.

Definite v. Zero Article II


	There are in English a number of countable/uncountable pairs of words. Thus we have process (countable) v. processing (uncountable), which explains the use of the v. zero article in the following citations: 


 1. ow `a real possibility of affecting the ageing process with biomedical intervention". The pr

 2. terials allow operation of the chromatographic process in the range pH 2-12. Biases in satel

 3. which can affect the delays. During the design process they simulated the delay of figures t

 4. constructed a mathematical model of the drying process which matches the moisture content of

 5. cases the image is reduced in the lithographic process, allowing the features on the mask to

 6. es more expensive than wood, the manufacturing process was less labour-intensive - despite c

 7. s works continuously throughout the maturation process and is active maximally in metaphase 

 8. t (APU) in Cambridge. She believes the reading process, particularly in nonfiction and work-

 1. his demonstrates interactions between auditory processing and vocalization at the single-neu

 2. r biologically significant organics. Catalytic processing of small molecules within cell wal

 3.  1970s and anticipating the revolution in data processing that was to come ('The thinking ma

 4. residues could become concentrated during food processing. The Environmental Protection Agen

 5. nsidered to play a central role in information processing, because it is the target of all i

 6. rogram instructions one at a time. In parallel processing a task is split up and handled sim

 7. ompared its Word for Windows software for word processing with WordPerfect, made by WordPerf

 8. technic of Milan are also using improved image processing to study recent images of Mount Et




industry

	1. Last year output of the electronics industry rose 28 per cent on an employment rise of only 3 per cent. 

2. The British film industry has always had a problem trying to film in the great British outdoors. 
	1. Further rises will mean deep trouble for Toyota, as for most of Japanese industry. 

2. It opened in 1985 as the bequest of the prime minister, Andrei Kozygin, to the town and to Soviet light industry. 


 1. they would all get jobs in _____ British industry, Still more alarmist about the flow of ski

 2. ne lead-free fuel. And _____ British car industry, in the face of mounting environmental and

 3. ith the huge expansion in _____ chemical industry that took place after the Second World War

 4.  and on Hunt's knowledge of _____ modern industry, It is lavishly ilustrated, partly in colo

 5.  research on new ideas in _____ European industry. One of the major aims of the shake-up is

 6.  for storage heaters). _____ electricity industry does not intend to make a habit of cutting

 7. o seek firm proposals from _____ private industry to take over the government's remote-sensi

 8. olic work. Glucose is used by _____ food industry mainly in the manufacture of confectionary

 9. rea used to be the centre of _____ heavy industry. For 100 years after 1830, when the Cathol

10. ical profession and _____ pharmaceutical industry has tottered from crisis to crisis now for

11.  management, such as _____ manufacturing industry, local authorities, reclamation and recycl

12. left _____ French information-technology industry in a mess - at least compared with America



language

	1. In Gwynedd, a bedrock of the Welsh language, there are 25 film-making companies. 

2. We must accept that the salvation of the French language involves learning one or more of the languages in neighbouring countries. 
	1. The research also showed increases in the frequency of bad language and sex on television. 

2. Inspectors said behaviour was generally good, but features "such as free use of colloquial language and non-attendance at lessons are tolerated much more than in conventional schools". 


 1.  proud of their command of _____ English language and engage in quite of lot of patting them

 2. but it does not mean that _____ everyday language is bad: it is simply the way of things tha

 3. cluded that cerebral dominance for _____ language is established before the age of five. Dur

 4. abulary is one thing and _____ technical language is another, Vocabulary is words, lists of

 5. avic-speakers. Orthodoxy and _____ Greek language remain the two markers of modern Greek ide

 6. up an emaciated child, and in _____ sign language asked me to vaccinate the baby. There is o

 7. t of a computer system for _____ Chinese language. In another move, Computer Applications to

 8. ther splendid hope that _____ scientific language could provide a model for cultural discour

 9. ng writers attemped to free _____ poetic language from the prev ailing romantic imitations o

10.  phoneticised version of _____ Tsimshian langauge. To someone such as I, who had the vague b

11. ould be able to understand _____ natural language. The truth is that is is a much more diffi

12.  was French. "Le own goal" entered _____ language. New Scientist, in an article by Stephen S



society

	1. He was elected Fellow of the Royal Society in 1950, . . . 

2. Conservationists, including the Victorian society, argued that St. Luke's was a perfect example of its style, with almost all its interior intact, and should not be changed. 

3. Though the advent of the so-called permissive society changed what we were permitted to see on the screen, it did not bring an end to film censorship. 
	1. The government was stupid enough to attack the higher education diploma - which has huge symbolic importance in French society. 

2. Mrs. Cameron photographed much of Victorian society at the House, including Tennyson, Longfellow and Darwin, 

3. The starting point is the Governments's desperation to cut costs and its failure to tackle the real problems of modern society. 

	What is the difference between the Victorian society (2) and Victorian society (5)? 

	Look also at citation 3. Here are some more citations showing this pattern. What do they have in common? Can you invent some more to describe the society of today? 


 1. neyite, a sworn enemy of the acquisitive society, with a strong trade union association and

 2. cument the rise and rise of the affluent society - provided, of course, one takes account of

 3. ustice as a key ingredient of the better society which it seeks to bring about. "If we are t

 4. rt seeing the formation of the classless society that he so eagerly desires.

 5. e situation could change if the consumer society were to collapse. Frantic consumerism is on

 6. emain two final requirements of the good society. It must have an effective working economy.

 7. . Ever wilder swipes against the lawless society will promise better times for the core Cons

 8.  Marxism. His most famous work, The Open Society and Its Enemies, published in 1945, was reg

 9. s mind. `I was born after the permissive society was inaugurated,' he says. `I was 16 when t

10. neficiaries of the something-for-nothing society, put something back into society in the int

 1. a speech of the president of _____ Royal Society, delivered in 1978: "Ominously, voices have

 2. ent change in the taste of _____ English society in a way which is probably without parallel

 3. ion of science to industry. _____ modern society may collapse unless the atmosphere of scien

 4. nkins "the architect of _____ permissive society" when launching her autobiography. An inqui

 5. urs "sociological" explanations of _____ society, perhaps because when most editors and seni

 6 . e widespread complacency in _____ German society: the current generation of young people ha

 7. oy the fabric of _____ modern industrial society, they will prevent an enemy from being stud

 8.  keel, "What's holding up _____ cashless society?" asked New Scientist on its front cover, s

 9. d with the functioning of _____ consumer society, there are no safe havens. Cities are the p

10.  In June 1888, a meeting of _____ Fabian Society concerned with the lot of female labour hea

11.  time when large tracts of _____ Italian society were deeply corrupt. Earlier, Di Pietro int

12.  tion of how much "_____ post-industrial society hates children. Career-wise and status-wise

trade

	1. The arms trade brings misery to millions in diverting spending from social needs to military ones, . . . 
	1. Most supermarket chains are not yet interested in taking fair trade further than one brand of coffee or chocolate, . . . 


 1. vegetation. At the height of _____ slave trade, Cape Verde provided a transit camp for the s

 2. r hope to feed, that _____ international trade is carried out unfairly and unequally. But wi

 3. s - a man deeply involved with _____ drugs trade and the death squads. Then there were the t

 4. iated the restrictions on _____ Japanese trade. In March 1979 Haferkamp visited Tokyo to dis

 5. atives of the pet industry and _____ fur trade, with both factions desperately trying to sel

 6. rkers and drivers." In _____ film and TV trade HRH is known as "One take Charlie". His polis

 7.  breach of the EEC's rules on _____ free trade. The Commission's verdict threatened to sweep

 8. The ancient fraternity of _____ printing trade, with its complex hierarchy of "chapels" (unp

 9. successes - _____ international wildlife trade, worth an incredible £1000 million a year, ta

10. in more about the history of _____ local trade and perhaps show how knowledge of bronze cast

11. unnecessary regulations on _____ nuclear trade. Other nations, however, are carping about a

12. f the first millennium BC. _____ incense trade continued to be important for the next 2500 y

religion

	1. The 1944 Education Act has so weakened the teaching of the Christian religion in schools that a whole generation has grown up without any detailed knowledge of the Bible, or any experience of meaningful worship. 
	1. The Bishop of Chichester has simply taken a step to try to ensure that Christianity will still be practised within the Church, and will remain an alternative to post-Christian religion and secularism. 


 1.  and Romans thought strange _____ Jewish religion without images and with no sacrifices ever

 2. . At first, this stress on '_____natural religion', as it was called, did not necessarily me

 3. istic which renders _____ fundamentalist religion open to large numbers of fissures in compe

 4. r in ethic, However much _____ Christian religion taught of Christ, the Old Testament played

 5. but uncut hair was a dogma of _____ Sikh religion and Jazz couldn't win. "Wait till you have

 6. to be a vigorous form of _____ political religion, approving whatever defensive measures are

 7. rinciples of morality and _____ revealed religion". Presumbaly they were asking how the prie

 8. ple, and Christianity became _____ state religion. In his earlier dayears the emperor Consta

 9. life which are the subject of _____ true religion, a natural part of the questing human spir

10. expected to follow _____ Japanese Shinto religion and take on Japanese names. Resistance was

11. at we simply bow down to _____ organised religion however much we find it distasteful. Float

12. t those who became converts to _____ new religion, whether on account of the superiority of

literature

	1. Researchers automatically receive copyright protection as soon as they publish a sequence of DNA in the scientific literature. 

2. There is no evidence in the psychological literature to indicate that older parents are unfit parents. 
	1. In some American universities classical French literature is considered sexist. 

2. All children should study great literature for "the greatness of human thought and the beauty of human expression". 


 1. g universe". A lecturer in _____ English literature at the University of Lancaster, Tess Cos

 2. is is not idle speculation. _____ dental literature contains many reports attesting to cases

 3. thoritative synthesis of _____ published literature and unpublished material. The value of t

 4. s a chapter on the use of _____ chemical literature. But for its lack of references, which s

 5. autiful structures decorate _____ travel literature." These "beautiful structures" are likel

 6. es, to see the values of _____ Victorian literature as being at odds with those of science d

 7. ough cases of it appear in _____ medical literature as far back as the mid-1600s. Though it

 8. Advocates for Animals have scanned _____ literature to uncover experiments which the organis

 9. blish their arguments in _____ technical literature; when they do, the arguments usually far

10. or 400 exhibitors, _____ technical sales literature often contains important data such as ci

11. ot provide easy access to _____ research literature. Comparative Neurobiology by Peter Mills

12. quently cited in _____ parapsychological literature, that `sceptics rarely obtain positive r


Key
Note that 'no article' is symbolised by the symbol for zero Ø.

	industry
	1. Ø 2. the 3. the 4. Ø 5. Ø 6. the 7. Ø 8. food 9. Ø 10. the 11. Ø 12. the (IT is a specific technique).

	language
	1. the 2. Ø 3. Ø 4. Ø 5. the 6. Ø (sign language is not a language such as English, Greek, etc.) 7. the 8. Ø 9. Ø 10. the 11. Ø 12. the (ie French)

	society
	1. the (The Royal Society is Britain's oldest and most prestigious scientific society) 2. Ø 3. Ø 4. the 5. Ø 6. Ø 7. Ø 8. the 9. the 10. the 11. Ø 12. Ø

	trade
	1. the 2. Ø 3. the 4. Ø 5. the 6. the 7. Ø 8. the (here 'trade' = 'industry') 9. the 10. the 11. the (see 8) 12. the

	religion
	1. the 2. Ø 3. Ø 4. the 5. the 6. Ø 7. Ø 8. the 9. Ø 10 the 11. Ø 12. the (here, clearly a specific religion)

	literature
	1. Ø 2. the 3. the 4. the 5. Ø (travel literature – eg brochures for potential holidaymakers – is not scientific, based on research etc..) 6. Ø 7. the 8. the 9. the 10 Ø (see 5), 11. the 12. the


3. DDL e linguaggi specialistici

Per offrire ulteriori materiali su cui riflettere, abbiamo esplorato nell’“home corpus” una parola inglese,  rate, che crea problemi perché mantiene una pluralità di usi e significati anche in testi di argomento specifico. La si trova usata, anche con una certa frequenza, nel campo dell’economia e della finanza ma non pare un termine in senso tecnico perché non rinvia a un unico concetto e, come vedremo dopo aver presentato la concordanza, ad essa corrispondono diversi traducenti italiani.

Dalla concordanza emerge comunque un dato importante riferito all’inglese non specialistico, ossia l’altra frequenza (19 casi su 105, pari al 18,09% cioè quasi un quinto) del vocabolo at any  rate, interessante perché è quasi sempre traducibile con una sola parola italiana, comunque:
	1. 
	But I can accomplish my desire, at any 
	 rate
	, which is, to make the reader get a     

	2. 
	e.  What I have to do is to see, at any 
	 rate
	, that I do not lend myself to the w     

	3. 
	t interest my reader, but which, at any 
	 rate
	, interests me.  In front of me, as      

	4. 
	e work they really accomplished. At any 
	 rate
	, the new edition, when ultimately p     

	5. 
	od to counter-balance the evil.  At any 
	 rate
	, it is a great evil to make a stir      

	6. 
	e the experiment and see.  Y.M.  At any 
	 rate
	, he can make it stick to a subject      

	7. 
	ound the cup, I don't remember.  At any 
	 rate
	, he watched to see what they would      

	8. 
	must be of the same quality, or at any 
	 rate
	 must not fall below a certain stand     

	9. 
	puted and disputed and disputed; at any 
	 rate
	, HE did, and I got in a word now an     

	10. 
	d befallen him, and I knew that, at any 
	 rate
	, I could hardly fail to improve on      

	11. 
	says: "Haste may be stupid, but at any 
	 rate
	 it saves expenditure of energy and      

	12. 
	imagine that he felt a fool, or at any 
	 rate
	 that the sense of folly was his sol     

	13. 
	n, even if he is our father.  I, at any 
	 rate
	, cannot separate the two ideas of d     

	14. 
	holic Church."  One explanation, at any 
	 rate
	, covers all three:  the theory that     

	15. 
	m's Fairy Tales.  The tales are, at any 
	 rate
	, certainly tales; while the law is      

	16. 
	sity, a life such as western man at any 
	 rate
	 always seems to have desired.  If a     

	17. 
	ed, is more than I can say. But, at any 
	 rate
	, it has come about that the members     

	18. 
	give the power (for the present at any 
	 rate
	) to those who undoubtedly have the      

	19. 
	ulous waters, there was no doubt at any 
	 rate
	 that he wanted washing.  But certai     


Ecco la concordanza completa:

WordSmith Tools -- 26/10/02 20.19.32

N
Concordance
     

1
0 in import duty, which is charged at a  rate of 57.5 per cent on the ex-factory 
     

2
as consumed 61,000 litres in 62 days, a  rate of 359,000 litres a year, without n
     

3
ommunication but not close to it) has a  rate of categorematicity more marked tha
     

4
0s and early   1980s while the abortion  rate was rising. This fall in  pregnancy
     

5
es can lose members at such an alarming  rate that there is little prospect of a 
     

6
 But I can accomplish my desire, at any  rate, which is, to make the reader get a
     

7
e.  What I have to do is to see, at any  rate, that I do not lend myself to the w
     

8
t interest my reader, but which, at any  rate, interests me.  In front of me, as 
     

9
e work they really accomplished. At any  rate, the new edition, when ultimately p
     

10
od to counter-balance the evil.  At any  rate, it is a great evil to make a stir 
     

11
e the experiment and see.  Y.M.  At any  rate, he can make it stick to a subject 
     

12
ound the cup, I don't remember.  At any  rate, he watched to see what they would 
     

13
 must be of the same quality, or at any  rate must not fall below a certain stand
     

14
puted and disputed and disputed; at any  rate, HE did, and I got in a word now an
     

15
d befallen him, and I knew that, at any  rate, I could hardly fail to improve on 
     

16
 says: "Haste may be stupid, but at any  rate it saves expenditure of energy and 
     

17
 imagine that he felt a fool, or at any  rate that the sense of folly was his sol
     

18
n, even if he is our father.  I, at any  rate, cannot separate the two ideas of d
     

19
holic Church."  One explanation, at any  rate, covers all three:  the theory that
     

20
m's Fairy Tales.  The tales are, at any  rate, certainly tales; while the law is 
     

21
sity, a life such as western man at any  rate always seems to have desired.  If a
     

22
ed, is more than I can say. But, at any  rate, it has come about that the members
     

23
 give the power (for the present at any  rate) to those who undoubtedly have the 
     

24
ulous waters, there was no doubt at any  rate that he wanted washing.  But certai
     

25
able I.V.3.a).  2. 57.4% of Australians  rate the importance of God in their live
     

26
 the year 2086 as now. The lowest birth  rate is in West Germany - 1.3 children p
     

27
diots on the road and that the casualty  rate from irresponsible overtaking is fa
     

28
act, each deictic element has a certain  rate of categoriality, that is a certain
     

29
ate of categoriality, that is a certain  rate of semantic content preceeding the 
     

30
tering or a dishwasher, our consumption  rate continues to be around 900 litres a
     

31
80), for example, feels that the corpo-  rate mission or business definition sele
     

32
ay at 16 bits per pixel requires a data  rate of 147 Mbps to maintain 30 frames/s
     

33
over 15 times the maximum 9.8 Mbps data  rate of compressed DVD video. A 1024 x 7
     

34
ts ecumenical nature.  The high divorce  rate, and the large number of "merely no
     

35
ly and distinctly.  d) Maintain an even  rate of speech not exceeding 100 words p
     

36
lower cost structure and lower exchange  rate for the South African against the U
     

37
ate their economies beyond the exchange  rate changes they have been promoting.  
     

38
o reduce the volatility of the exchange  rate, and Ray Block, economist with brok
     

39
ast few months over the $US/$A exchange  rate.  The Reserve Bank has been an acti
     

40
d substances, has grown at an explosive  rate in recent years and has scored nume
     

41
 progressively knocked down at a faster  rate than ever, and watertight compartme
     

42
g, with a purity of tone that's a first- rate lesson in vocal control for any sin
     

43
roduced to me by the jailer as "a first- rate fellow and clever man."  When the d
     

44
perience, but they can still do a first- rate job of document analysis. A substit
     

45
wages to their players or attract first- rate, disturbingly individualistic condu
     

46
its/pixel, even at a slower movie frame  rate of 24 per second, requires over 450
     

47
al pressure and temperature, and fusion  rate are functions of a star's mass and 
     

48
nt but low-status job because the going  rate for mothers is nothing. A live-in h
     

49
isingly strong 3.25 per cent GDP growth  rate, this continued to support the Aust
     

50
D has forecast an Australian GDP growth  rate next year of 3.25 per cent - a hand
     

51
t to maintain the 1985-86 profit growth  rate in 1986-87.  Productivity rose from
     

52
articipation in Queensland.  The growth  rate in Queensland's higher education se
     

53
n language and in text semantics a high  rate of realism: as I believe, verbal se
     

54
 much to be desired in view of the high  rate of complaints by tourists visiting 
     

55
m, all levied at the "exceedingly high"  rate of 49 per cent. "Unfortunately, the
     

56
by Simpson in that order," he said.  "I  rate Ian the best because his style of c
     

57
onically and it is incomplete, inaccu-   rate or corrupt, you may send notice wit
     

58
le at about US70c.  Today, the interest  rate spread remains, but many US investo
     

59
reasingly difficult to find at this low  rate.  In addition to this, you will nee
     

60
ances are taxed at the highest marginal  rate, there is little benefit to MPs in 
     

61
devalued on September 12, setting a new  rate to the dollar of 1035 rupiah agains
     

62
ompany will pay tax at the proposed new  rate of 49 cents in the dollar, but this
     

63
e past 12 months, worried Americans now  rate drug abuse as among the country's m
     

64
mor is one of the main reasons the pair  rate so well. They went number one in th
     

65
ate was rising. This fall in  pregnancy  rate has been explained by the greater u
     

66
a slight increase in teenage  pregnancy  rate in 1981 in England and Wales for al
     

67
Pressing  Pre-test  Pretty Woman  Prime- rate  Prime time  Privacy  Processing  P
     

68
urpose push quality question rain range  rate ray reaction reading reason record 
     

69
quick quiet quite   rail rain range rat  rate ray reaction reading ready reason r
     

70
 are proteins that owe their remarkable  rate-accelerating abilities to their thr
     

71
ame time the effectiveness, or response  rate, from these mailings is increasing.
     

72
ld dying John of Gaunt volleying second- rate puns at his own name, is a pathetic
     

73
e to subsidise mediocre writers, second- rate painters, undistinguished opera com
     

74
e recipient, speak at a slightly slower  rate.  e) Maintain the speaking volume a
     

75
n be realised.  From 1-7-83, a flat tax  rate of 30 per cent is payable whereas b
     

76
stances that are able to accelerate the  rate of a reaction even when present in 
     

77
g new catalysts that can accelerate the  rate of reaction by lowering the activat
     

78
larography, and neutron activation. The  rate of instrumental innovation is such 
     

79
otential for increased sales beyond the  rate at which they are buying now. For i
     

80
 continue to grow in Australia, but the  rate offshore will be significantly grea
     

81
ered are also possible, by changing the  rate (i.e. speed) of delivery, the pitch
     

82
e the molecular mechanisms that fix the  rate of chemical reactions. This knowled
     

83
l at Radlett in Hertfordshire.      The  rate itself covers the entire 80 mile le
     

84
ynamics cannot predict, however, is the  rate at which chemical reactions occur. 
     

85
 I as "the person who is speaking". The  rate of categoriality may have different
     

86
aracteristics and then synthesized. The  rate at which chemical knowledge continu
     

87
750. In this form, it is clear that the  rate of change of velocity is directly p
     

88
uates the net force on an object to the  rate of change of its momentum, the latt
     

89
 the same time often contributes to the  rate of progress.  THE METHODOLOGY OF CH
     

90
y club together in order to keep up the  rate of wages; they found permanent asso
     

91
ralia was in danger of becoming a third- rate economy - and adverse reaction to w
     

92
who spoke of Australia becoming a third- rate economy, possibly a banana republic
     

93
 undistinguished opera companies, third- rate symphony orchestras, almost ad infi
     

94
at was the wailing, screeching of third- rate obscurities, palmed off on us in th
     

95
s not available, subjects were asked to  rate their feeling of knowing. These rat
     

96
not be recalled, subjects were asked to  rate their ability to recognise the answ
     

97
in which college students were asked to  rate their school on an array of evaluat
     

98
o shareholders.  An investor with a top  rate of 30 cents in the dollar will be a
     

99
nager  Top model  Topless  Topping  Top  rate  Top-secret  Top spin  Top ten  Top
     

100
ributes - including personality traits,  rate of media exposure, individual estee
     

101
be indexed directly to the unemployment  rate, so wages fell when unemployment wa
     

102
l well, working for less than the usual  rate of pay and that she had worked at s
     

103
titioners responding to surveys usually  rate employees as a primary audience for
     

104
  The Herald - 24 October 1986    Water  rate a ripoff   MY wife and I were measu
     

105
lation? If it is income producing, what  rate is being offered?  Marketability - 
     

Le due seguenti sezioni riportano i casi di exchange  rate e growth  rate, espressioni specialistiche entrate poi nell’uso comune. In entrambe  il traducente italiano è tasso (di cambio, di sviluppo / crescita):

	20. 
	lower cost structure and lower exchange 
	 rate
	 for the South African against the U     

	21. 
	ate their economies beyond the exchange 
	 rate
	 changes they have been promoting.       

	22. 
	o reduce the volatility of the exchange 
	 rate
	, and Ray Block, economist with brok     

	23. 
	st few months over the $US/$A exchange 
	 rate
	.  The Reserve Bank has been an acti     


	24. 
	isingly strong 3.25 per cent GDP growth 
	 rate
	, this continued to support the Aust     

	25. 
	D has forecast an Australian GDP growth 
	 rate
	 next year of 3.25 per cent - a hand     

	26. 
	t to maintain the 1985-86 profit growth 
	 rate
	 in 1986-87.  Productivity rose from     

	27. 
	articipation in Queensland.  The growth 
	 rate
	 in Queensland's higher education se     


Ci può forse consolare lo scoprire che anche agli antipodi le tariffe dell’acquedotto sono a volte considerate esose, addirittura un furto:

	28. 
	The Herald - 24 October 1986    Water 
	 rate
	 a ripoff   MY wife and I were measu     


Come detto, qui il traducente appropriato è tariffa, non tasso né ritmo.

I riferimenti a idee, persone, oggetti o prodotti di prima (o seconda o terza) qualità si trovano sia in enunciati di argomento specialistico e tecnico sia in discorsi di tipo colloquiale:

	29. 
	g, with a purity of tone that's a first-
	 rate
	 lesson in vocal control for any sin     

	30. 
	roduced to me by the jailer as "a first-
	 rate
	 fellow and clever man."  When the d     

	31. 
	perience, but they can still do a first-
	 rate
	 job of document analysis. A substit     

	32. 
	wages to their players or attract first-
	 rate
	, disturbingly individualistic condu     


	33. 
	ld dying John of Gaunt volleying second-
	 rate
	 puns at his own name, is a pathetic     

	34. 
	e to subsidise mediocre writers, second-
	 rate
	 painters, undistinguished opera com     


	35. 
	ralia was in danger of becoming a third-
	 rate
	 economy - and adverse reaction to w     

	36. 
	who spoke of Australia becoming a third-
	 rate
	 economy, possibly a banana republic     

	37. 
	undistinguished opera companies, third-
	 rate
	 symphony orchestras, almost ad infi     

	38. 
	at was the wailing, screeching of third-
	 rate
	 obscurities, palmed off on us in th     


Questo ci dice che il confine tra linguaggio tecnico e non-tecnico è labile e incerto, e soprattutto che anche il discorso rigorosamente scientifico organizza l’argomentazione servendosi di strumenti propri della lingua comune, dai connettivi (come at any rate), ai quantificatori, a vari tipi di qualificativi come first/second/third  rate. Si conferma l’esistenza di un’ampia zona di connessione tra la lingua dell’uso quotidiano e i linguaggi settoriali: ed è proprio la zona su cui l'insegnante di lingue straniere può operare efficacemente non perché esperta dell’argomento tecnico ma perché esperta di testualità.

Una caratteristica della lingua inglese è l’altra frequenza delle conversioni, ossia dei passaggi di parole da una categoria grammaticale a un’altra. La concordanza di  rate serve bene anche per illustrare questo fenomeno, visto che la parola non è solo un sostantivo ma anche un verbo:

	39. 
	s not available, subjects were asked to 
	 rate
	 their feeling of knowing. These rat     

	40. 
	not be recalled, subjects were asked to 
	 rate
	 their ability to recognise the answ     

	41. 
	in which college students were asked to 
	 rate
	 their school on an array of evaluat     


È interessante notare come in tutti e tre i casi il verbo è all’infinito e preceduto dal passato passivo di ask. Data l’importanza attuale dei sondaggi di opinione e visto come essi sono spesso condotti, ne risulta che il chunk “soggetto plurale + were asked to  rate” è un chunk molto utile da imparare e che ha una strong collocation con subjects.

Quanto può andare avanti un’indagine di questo tipo? Solo l'insegnante può deciderlo di volta in volta, in base al tempo disponibile e soprattutto a seconda degli interessi dei suoi studenti. La scelta di lasciare  rate a questo punto e occuparsi di altro può essere perfettamente giustificabile. Qui però offriamo qualche ulteriore spunto di indagine.

Si diceva in un altro capitolo che tavola e tavole sono parole diverse, per frequenza, distribuzione e uso. Lo stesso vale anche per  rate e rates? Vediamo la concordanza di quest’ultima parola:
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	1
	is, media vehicles with low advertising 
	rates
	, which are explained in part by br

	2
	 are squeezing the middle class. So are 
	rates
	 and other hidden charges.  Pension

	3
	ing is a consequence of declining birth 
	rates
	 and increasing life expectancy due

	4
	h interfere with the keyboard character 
	rates
	 to provide features such as "Cruis

	5
	e can lay in ancestors at even  cheaper 
	rates
	 than these, in Europe, if he will 

	6
	derbid each other. We might as well cut 
	rates
	 and be done with it; it would arri

	7
	one of the highest self-inflicted death 
	rates
	 in the world. We also know that 10

	8
	nd pass through the column at different 
	rates
	. As the separate gases flow out of

	9
	im for my museum, and will pay Dinosaur 
	rates
	.   Will you say it isn't infractio

	10
	should, of course, expect to pay double 
	rates
	 for both the omissions  and the su

	11
	n this tradition is the use of exposure 
	rates
	, predispositions, type of medium, 

	12
	over 700 of the 800 patients; at former 
	rates
	, this would have cost the governme

	13
	ly increase operating costs and freight 
	rates
	.  The meeting was addressed by loc

	14
	ry. Already the lower population growth 
	rates
	 mean housing and land prices are f

	15
	.  If we're going to have to pay higher 
	rates
	, God help those with big families.

	16
	f-war; I speak, you know, of the higher 
	rates
	.   When you come to a frigate, of 

	17
	es, money which they had earned at home 
	rates
	 of wages--and so were  really bein

	18
	oupled with high interest and inflation 
	rates
	, all the Government had achieved w

	19
	ons, where substantially lower interest 
	rates
	 and tax burdens allow Hooker to ac

	20
	5-30 per cent at the same time interest 
	rates
	 had rocketed 50 per cent.  The mai

	21
	vest are lower taxes and lower interest 
	rates
	."  Mr Keating said the October fig

	22
	u!  No borrowing money at high interest 
	rates
	, no risk on mortgaging your home, 

	23
	 of $7000 per year, on current interest 
	rates
	, over a four-year course could res

	24
	ted calmly with the dollar and interest 
	rates
	 remaining steady.  The Opposition 

	25
	ter said Hooker hoped the high interest 
	rates
	, taxes and increased business cost

	26
	business community - taxes and interest 
	rates
	 that are too high, profits too sma

	27
	ite perennial gloom about high interest 
	rates
	, the current account deficit and t

	28
	 lower costs and inflation and interest 
	rates
	.  To make sacrifices to get somewh

	29
	monetary policies which forced interest 
	rates
	 to an intolerable level.   FARMERS

	30
	r.  Mr Christie was optimistic interest 
	rates
	 would decline in early 1987, but s

	31
	 an hour - somewhat less than the labor 
	rates
	 commonly applied by the corner gar

	32
	ner-suburban residents may face a large 
	rates
	 jump in the wake of 200 to 250 per

	33
	ly 1987, but said it was unlikely lower 
	rates
	 would flow through to home mortgag

	34
	tch at my house in Riverdale  at lowest 
	rates
	 for spot cash, and send bill to   

	35
	im and automatic efficiency as marginal 
	rates
	 of income tax put ordinary workers

	36
	ing the 60, 48 and 46 per cent marginal 
	rates
	 would give the Government consider

	37
	breakfast partnership with Peter Meehan 
	rates
	 a good second to AW's Bruce Mansfi

	38
	increase higher education participation 
	rates
	. By 1987 there will be more than 2

	39
	y counter, sir," said he.  "What we pay 
	rates
	  and taxes for I don't know, when 

	40
	halfbacking a review of holiday penalty 
	rates
	 and passing the buck to employers,

	41
	a look at the wider question of penalty 
	rates
	 - another subject that elicits occ

	42
	s (more than 50 a week) with no penalty 
	rates
	 for weekend and night shifts, and 

	43
	f whom are entitled to generous penalty 
	rates
	.  This is the real reason why Quee

	44
	here would be pilgrim  ships at pilgrim 
	rates
	, pilgrim specials on the continent

	45
	 I should also expect to pay quadruple  
	rates
	 for all obituaries which proved to

	46
	by competition and by monopoly railroad 
	rates
	; consider  the slums, the bad air,

	47
	n one-millionth of a second. Such rapid 
	rates
	 of reaction are possible only thro

	48
	eeded for a reaction to occur. Reaction 
	rates
	 increase with temperature because 

	49
	rse to the collision theory of reaction 
	rates
	. This theory builds on the premise

	50
	f which thou mayest have  at reasonable 
	rates
	; provision is there also cheap and

	51
	 administration employed him at reduced 
	rates
	 as a road-mender on the cross-road

	52
	tries to buy goods herself at the  same 
	rates
	.  Wesley, what about those prices?

	53
	s of them were on the way, with special 
	rates
	 from  the railroads, and all traff

	54
	 rates of reaction.  When the specific
	rates
	 of chemical reactions are measured

	55
	 again    The tragic Tony Hancock still 
	rates
	 as a comic genius among 30 years o

	56
	h withdrawals will be taxed at lump sum 
	rates
	 which are normally well below inco

	57
	 in the system.  To retain the high tax 
	rates
	 even for a few months would be a u

	58
	hich are normally well below income tax 
	rates
	.  "Rollovers" are not limited to r

	59
	, with interest payments subject to tax 
	rates
	 up to the impending universal 50c 

	60
	 is supposedly to:  REDUCE punitive tax 
	rates
	 which discourage hard work and ent

	61
	k him as curious.    "I notice that the 
	rates
	 of interest vary," he remarked  wi

	62
	ich seeks to measure and understand the 
	rates
	 of chemical reactions. Electrochem

	63
	ition over and over again, by the third-
	rates
	, of worn and commonplace and juice

	64
	's mother, and interpreted at the usual 
	rates
	:   Atia, before her delivery, drea

	65
	d a re-negotiation of oil-industry wage 
	rates
	.     ??         A30    The West Au

	66
	on of my letter concerning excess water 
	rates
	 I was offered a water audit by the

	67
	e required could be hundreds of years.  
	rates
	 of reaction.  When the specific ra


Già a un primo sguardo si nota come sia molto più alta l’incidenza degli usi tecnici o semi-tecnici della parola; e in effetti, di tassi e di tariffe si parla molto spesso al plurale. Al sostantivo rate possiamo affiancare il sostantivo verbale rating:
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1
	e offers.  I believe the excellent 1986 
	ratings
	 for both KZ and the Meehan-Sulli

	2
	lity of having its international credit 
	rating
	 downgraded.   In those circumstan

	3
	ing in the wake of last week's dramatic 
	ratings
	 results - and two former 3DB sta

	4
	ews - 26 June 1986    Police cop a good 
	rating
	    Ninety per cent of Australians

	5
	police forces.  The poll found a "good" 
	rating
	 in those States of 65, 63, and 62

	6
	of his  waggon and its load began hotly 
	rating
	 Farfrae's man.    Lucetta and Eli

	7
	e, although it doesn't exactly win huge 
	ratings
	 for Channel 10.  For me, there i

	8
	an be no want of gallantry, Admiral, in 
	rating
	 the claims of women  to every per

	9
	or a continuing series, but indifferent 
	ratings
	 have put its future in doubt.  N

	10
	then correlated with feeling-of-knowing 
	ratings
	. If feeling of knowing judgement

	11
	ing. To validate the feeling-of-knowing 
	ratings
	, subjects were then given a seve

	12
	 who was axed recently, but not for low 
	ratings
	.  Meanwhile, things are a little

	13
	as there remain only five more weeks of 
	ratings
	 this year, and surveys don't res

	14
	he pavement much richer for having poor 
	ratings
	.  The last contract personality 

	15
	formed disastrously in the latest radio 
	ratings
	.      B23    The Sunday Sun (Que

	16
	ve in five weeks when the current radio 
	rating
	 survey ends.  Mulray said he is l

	17
	 Ranch  Range Rover  Ranger  Rap  Rash  
	rating
	  Rayon  Reading  Ready-made  Rece

	18
	 and negative news of Moody's credit re-
	rating
	.  The All Ordinaries index closed

	19
	that six local authorities received red 
	ratings
	 and that many other vital servic

	20
	ational Infrastructure Forum.   The red 
	rating
	 means they are at "severe risk of

	21
	ey went number one in the year's second 
	ratings
	 survey.  While Liz Sullivan won'

	22
	 Mr. Crawford.  I am sure  his sisters, 
	rating
	 him as they do, must have thought

	23
	ies Of The Year award.   Meanwhile, the 
	ratings
	 battle fires up on Sunday night 

	24
	on has had a long run at the top of the 
	ratings
	.  It would be hard to imagine th

	25
	ale Of The Century and Neighbors in the 
	ratings
	.     The Sunday Press - 30 Novem

	26
	ach succeeding year they improved their 
	rating
	, and in 1959 their goal was achie

	27
	paring of outgo to strangers till their 
	rating
	 and quality be assured, but troub

	28
	to  rate their feeling of knowing. These 
	ratings
	 were then correlated with perfor

	29
	where they may be most eminent;   They, 
	rating
	 of themselves so farre above   Us

	30
	ngeon to them, and there first falls to 
	rating
	 of them  as if they were dogs, al


Qui è stata attivata l’opzione, disponibile su quasi tutti i concordancer minimamente evoluti, che ha consentito di trovare sia rating che ratings. Si nota che qui predomina di gran lunga il senso tecnico, che del resto è coerente col significato primario del verbo rate; e se ne ricava che rate e rating non sono affatto sinonimi.

Che cosa può fare chi non ha a disposizione una banca di testi? Tra le varie risorse disponibili on-line segnaliamo il COBUILD Sampler (all’indirizzo http://titania.cobuild.collins.co.uk/form.html), che consente di trarre concordanze e collocations da una versione ridotta della Bank of English, il cui nome completo è Collins Wordbanks Online English Corpus e la cui consistenza nell’autunno 2003 era di 56 milioni di parole in testi contemporanei scritti e orali. Se oggetto della richiesta è una parola o chunk presente più di 40 volte, il programma estrae automaticamente un campione di 40 linee. Di seguito mostriamo l’esito della ricerca di rates e di rating per consentire al lettore interessato un raffronto con i dati dell’“home corpus”:

COBUILD

payment will be made to him at normal rates. [p] 3. Entries should preferably   

   to remortgage are offered the best rates.  [p] The news is bound to          

    that it planned a cut in interest rates. [p] And the governors at the new   

       between US and German interest rates. [p] In Frankfurt, the dollar fell  

 on p72. Composition fees, at 1992/93 rates, are: [p] [p] LIST OF COURSES/FEES  

 Full details along with new interest rates are given in the leaflet            

    base rates.  Credit card interest rates are too high," said the association'

    Over &dollar; 150 a day Published rates are not always directly comparable, 

  one of the most attractive interest rates around - currently APR 21.5         

       Prices in brackets are special rates available to under 18's, over 60's, 

   greater clout.  [p] [h] Commission rates dispute hits Thomson and Cook [/h]  

  January 1997, had provided funds at rates equalling 3 per cent above the      

 home highest taxes ever. Worst crime rates ever. More poverty, fewer jobs.     

  except Mondays and Fridays. Reduced rates for groups of 20 [c] telephone [/c] 

    be ordered to pay five-star hotel rates for their stay in jail, under a     

 during the past three years. [p] The rates for such financing are usually set  

    from &dollar; 7.99. [h] New Lower Rates for 1995! [/h] [h] Canoeing &   

   one thing, the greatly reduced tax rates had a chilling effect on tax-exempt 

 policies. Conventional pension bonus rates have been cut from 4.8 to 4 per     

  the Water Fund. Consequently, water rates have been reduced an average of 10  

  move in mortgage and other interest rates is likely to be downwards, paying   

        System of semi-fixed exchange rates.  Meanwhile, the dollar weakened    

 of land degradation. Because of high rates of population growth, you cannot    

 Bootes. Although the shower can give rates of 100 an hour in some years,       

         of addiction, including high rates of infections such as hepatitis B,  

      rate of pacemaker cells, healing rates of wounds, the size of goiters and  

          in the US stock market. The rates on fixed- rate mortgages are         

    26.  [p] [h] As simple as cutting rates;Pennington [/h] [b] Pennington [/b] 

   for an early reduction in interest rates.  Prosser reckons 8 would probably  

  s macroeconomic model said interest rates should go up. Last week it agreed   

     sanctioned the third cut in base rates since December.  [p] US economists  

    ago, the real interest on savings rates, that is allowing for inflation, is 

    on the poll tax and high mortgage rates. The paper says that anxious        

     will signal a cut in US interest rates.The FT-SE 100 index closed at its   

   5 and 15 they pay lower-than-adult rates. The rates include accommodations,  

Thursday's half-point cut in US prime rates to 3 and hints in the UK money      

        blocked railways from cutting rates to lure shippers away from trucks.  

       30 per hour and no time limit. Rates to La Guardia dollar; 20; Kennedy   

It would be astonishing if the cancer rates were not soaring. But the ozone     

  Gulf and South Africa, is convinced rates will top seven per cent by the end  

 plastic with crystalised egg whites RATING: 1.  [p] BIRD'S EYE SUPERMOUSSE.    

  A wallchart is also included.  [p] rating: 3/5 [p] Diana Moran's 3-in-1       

 P. Durkin (Dorset) 9 [p] 90 MINUTES RATING: 4 [p] WIMBLEDON (0) 1 Holdsworth ( 

 Chester-Le-Street) 8 [p] 90 MINUTES RATING: 4 [p] [h] SCOTTISH LEAGUE PREMIER  

 HMV, Virgin, Future [p] Zone [p] ST RATING: 8/103d Garden [p] Designer 2 [p]   

    for their favourite colour.  [p] RATING: 8 [h] Supermarket round-up;Good    

  has been simply breathtaking.  [p] rating: 9 [p] DERMOT REEVE TR 106; HS 59;  

         much more of the same.  [p] RATING: 9 [p] MISSION IMPOSSIBLE NES [p]   

          [p] [h] BALLBOY'S GOLDSTAR RATING: [/h] ATTITUDE [p] Ball Control [p] 

       Yugoslavia). [p] Shoot Italia rating [p] Verdict: If anyone can end      

  Key player: Vasili Kulkov [p] Star rating [p] SCOTLAND [p] THE Scots will be  

 catalogue took ages to arrive.  [p] rating [p] [h] Free box of soap;Today      

   a combined 91 top three" positive rating. [p] Most survey questions were on  

   from B2 to Caa, almost the lowest rating a junk bond can have. Joel Lustig,  

  Its bosses had barely heard of the rating agency until they got a panic       

   of course, give the official 1994 rating alongside the site's address,       

   ago. But over the same period his rating among Tory supporters has improved  

  Hyatt has earned the AAA 4-diamond rating and the Mobil 4-star award. [p] Ask 

  Warner managed to escape with a 12 rating as this one crosses over into 18    

     for a list of registered energy rating companies with assessors in your    

      BY USING LESS ENERGY. [h] What rating do I need?" [/h] [p] Manufacturers  

 for anyone over nine years old. [p] rating: Excellent. Price pound; 44.99 [p]  

12-16 The average range is 16-26 [p] RATING: Excellent [p] FLEXIBILITY [p]      

       with the average of 196.  [p] RATING: Excellent [p] LUNG EFFICIENCY [p]  

      on Thursday, Chirac's approval rating has climbed to 44 from 37 in        

  be holding firm.  His favorability rating has consistently run in the mid-50s 

           have trimmed the sector's rating in relation to the market. A 10 per 

   s right. [p] Mann: Congress has a rating now with the American people that's 

    11o volts) and what is the power rating of the available sockets? ls there  

     the price, specification and AP rating of every current 35mm SLR camera    

   bond as long as it carries an S&P rating of triple-B or better. Municipal    

 its point, such as in its `feminist rating" of the presidential candidates in  

it also has a three or four-star UVA rating on the packaging. That way you will 

  big wind, I often step up the AFTM rating on the line. The extra bit of       

your tension levels? Give yourself a rating out of 20. If you never resort to   

     two restaurants to its two-star rating, Pied a Terre in Bloomsbury,        

    to suit a fuel of a lower octane rating: retard it by about 11/2degrees for 

       of such methods by developing rating scales for managerial performance   

   new tax would be based on the old rating system, but it woud feature a       

COST PER DAY pound; 10 [p] CELEBRITY RATING: Zero squared [p] VALUE FOR MONEY   

Un grande vantaggio della English Wordbank della Collins è che si tratta di un corpus lemmatizzato (tagged corpus): ad ogni parola è assegnata una categoria grammaticale. Ciò significa, ad esempio, che se con i nostri studenti stiamo analizzando la premodificazione nominale in inglese, possiamo chiedere le concordanze di “NOUN+rates” ottenendo il seguente risultato:

    about jail riots and record crime rates. [h] BOXING WBC world flyweight     

      a half per cent cut in mortgage rates.  [p] The reduction, which will     

   charges imposed under the Business Rates Act.  [p] I am one of the victims.  

     in the United States, prevalence rates among homosexual and bisexual males 

   typically 10 to 15 years. Interest rates are also higher.  [p] Before any    

       [/b] [p] How you feel interest rates are likely to behave will determine 

             fewer injuries. Sickness rates are a quarter of the 1991 level.    

so on.  Because there is no security, rates are high. While the bank base  rate  

 [p] Q. The fact remains that savings rates are less than half what they were.  

  one of the most attractive interest rates around - currently APR 21.5         

are based on known costs and exchange rates as at 1st May 1993 which exchange   

    uncertainty about the US interest rates being cut. [p] In Zurich, gold      

   and the Bank of Japan cut interest rates.  But after an initial spurt, the   

 and the Germans lowered key interest rates by 1/2 and 1/4 points.  Despite the 

   savings account. [p] High interest rates certainly promised a good return    

     If it also happens that interest rates fall, if they are not at the        

    pound; 90 per person for a suite. Rates for additional nights and a single  

       a 40 per cent discount on room rates for those who stay for four nights  

        the terms (including interest rates) for this offer may supercede the   

   revolve in its own orbit.  If bond rates go up, so do a lot of other         

      we were able to reduce interest rates." He told bskyb's election phone-   

 a graduated  rate for older children. Rates include breakfast and dinner in the 

     building society lowered savers' rates instead.  [p] The Halifax knocked 0.

    Americans have the lowest dropout rates (less than 5 percent), with Native  

     and travellers cheques. Interest rates may vary. In order to take          

   on the behavior of market interest rates. Now, while bond prices can just as 

 c] table [/c] [p] The gross interest rates quoted in columns 2 and 4 and in    

falling as soon as long-term interest rates rise. Yet, this is untrue. Even     

 75 to 7.25 next month, with mortgage rates rising from 8.35 to nearer the 9    

       to a wheelchair. When interest rates rose they were unable to meet the   

  But he will be counting on interest rates staying low during the next five    

     in The Wall Street Journal Money Rates" tables. To determine the annual    

    remark about credit card interest rates, that--that might have had [p]      

  country, says captor [/h] GARY BOND rates the superb 42 lb mirror carp he     

   direct link that ties low interest rates to sound public finances and low    

    support a further cut in interest rates to provide a stimulus to business   

pushing bond prices down and interest rates up. This would abort the housing-   

   official policy; to leave interest rates where they are, at least until      

 balance it seems likely that divorce rates will rise - rather than fall," say  

    decision which a rise in interest rates won't influence. In fact, the       

Anche qui il risultato è limitato a un campione di 40 linee. Ai fini dell’analisi sarebbe meglio se le linee fossero ordinate alfabeticamente in base alla parola che precede rates, non a quella che segue. In questo modo troveremmo insieme le 22 linee (ben il 55% !) in cui il premodificatore è interest; è evidentissimo che interest rates è una strong collocation, in assoluto la più forte di quelle incontrate fin qui.

Il computer comunque non fa tutto il lavoro per noi ed è indispensabile verificare come opera il programma che stiamo usando; ad esempio, nelle linee 

so on.  Because there is no security, rates are high. While the bank base  rate  

a graduated  rate for older children. Rates include breakfast and dinner in the 

rates si trova dopo un segno di punteggiatura e il sostantivo che precede non è un premodificatore. Dobbiamo osservare il co-testo per dedurre che nella prima si parla di tassi bancari (la parola bank si trova poco dopo, come premodificatore di rate) mentre nella seconda si parla di tariffe alberghiere. 

Sulla base di osservazioni di questo tipo è possibile utilizzare al meglio le opzioni offerte dal programma e effettuare ricerche sempre più puntuali. Il sito del COBUILD cita come esempio un input come “cut*” per trovare le concordanze di cut, cuts e cutting. Non è una buona idea perché in un corpus di grandi dimensioni c’è una grande quantità di altre parole che iniziano con cut-: da derivati e composti indesiderati (cut-and-dry, cutout, cutter, ecc.) a parole che c’entrano poco o nulla come cute, cuticle, cutlet o cutlery. Il programma consente un input come “cut | cuts | cutting” che ottiene esattamente il risultato desiderato.

Nel caso di parole poco frequenti, il programma rende tutte le concordanze: di seguito ecco i risultati ottenuti con gerrymandering e quoits (la ricerca di gerrymander ha dato esito negativo):

if they invest £ 750,000 is gerrymandering, as these people will surely 

      over the allegations of gerrymandering by senior councillors and 

 was a tennis court followed by deck quoits, and then I came upon the Terrace 

       and seductively moving bellies, quoits for ringing mystery prizes, the 

sportsmen `watching a game of deck quoits on the Titanic." In the first race, 

wedding anniversary with a game of quoits or bingo, then a voyage on the 

              copy of her, black puckered quoits; the wake of her bush trails back 

Dalla stessa pagina web si possono ottenere fino a 100 collocates delle parole oggetto di analisi; la tabella seguente offre i risultati ottenuti dando in input “ rate*”:

	Collocate
	Corpus Freq
	Joint Freq
	Significance 

	interest
	12573
	3103
	55.177194

	at
	292324
	2247
	32.993268

	per
	24393
	923
	28.504870

	higher
	6198
	574
	23.353827

	cut
	11375
	590
	23.195697

	the
	2872094
	8894
	23.149153

	fixed
	2359
	545
	23.109128

	inflation
	2277
	518
	22.525850

	high
	24151
	564
	21.372531

	cent
	19686
	541
	21.281810

	growth
	5236
	473
	21.186030

	exchange
	3507
	462
	21.112949

	tax
	9041
	467
	20.632638

	lower
	5087
	428
	20.113623

	of
	1323275
	4357
	19.165602

	low
	9276
	370
	18.108605

	 rate
	9811
	343
	17.282475

	variable
	763
	294
	17.042453

	annual
	5016
	300
	16.643840

	percent
	7279
	287
	15.937130

	mortgage
	2431
	259
	15.740526

	rise
	4939
	263
	15.505668

	base
	4454
	229
	14.445026

	loan
	2655
	214
	14.204670

	increase
	5719
	214
	13.715274

	rates
	5737
	213
	13.676031

	are
	240429
	979
	13.334433

	return
	11041
	217
	12.979633

	percentage
	1053
	170
	12.849700

	than
	75051
	444
	12.748998

	highest
	2689
	169
	12.516689

	highly
	4093
	175
	12.505818

	any
	59172
	380
	12.401024

	deposit
	1042
	155
	12.254339

	unemployment
	2048
	157
	12.148056

	cheap
	2058
	156
	12.104995

	pay
	14680
	203
	11.840359

	minute
	8373
	175
	11.749849

	basic
	4347
	153
	11.548166

	5
	24320
	233
	11.541582

	mechanism
	722
	129
	11.209284

	average
	5763
	146
	10.968620

	term
	8714
	158
	10.949981

	prime
	8562
	155
	10.843002

	real
	14754
	179
	10.802398

	success
	7181
	145
	10.648182

	current
	6515
	141
	10.592355

	bank
	11926
	161
	10.492434

	charged
	3596
	125
	10.428815

	cuts
	2738
	118
	10.273840

	9
	12581
	158
	10.231154

	market
	12929
	159
	10.213750

	crime
	4405
	123
	10.162485

	reduced
	2750
	115
	10.124618

	will
	152423
	602
	10.020218

	standard
	4459
	120
	10.003352

	change
	15364
	161
	9.859335

	lowest
	1025
	101
	9.811566

	its
	64494
	328
	9.790044

	special
	13078
	150
	9.752426

	heart
	10006
	137
	9.707235

	1
	47079
	267
	9.608036

	8
	16042
	158
	9.587797

	income
	4622
	112
	9.562536

	mortality
	302
	89
	9.359183

	rises
	1175
	93
	9.358959

	discount
	1324
	93
	9.322857

	fall
	5892
	112
	9.282139

	7
	17701
	157
	9.229106

	6
	20919
	167
	9.140500

	for
	482791
	1478
	9.102016

	raise
	3195
	96
	9.036031

	rising
	2296
	90
	8.921337

	credit
	5685
	102
	8.784252

	top
	21775
	162
	8.730505

	increases
	1467
	82
	8.676854

	pound
	58511
	281
	8.607318

	savings
	2607
	85
	8.558835

	is
	499929
	1496
	8.477155

	further
	12229
	118
	8.232338

	25
	11328
	113
	8.140183

	above
	8269
	101
	8.127354

	value
	6570
	94
	8.111997

	loans
	1395
	72
	8.101144

	10
	25558
	163
	8.089666

	second
	25016
	161
	8.081943

	competitive
	1771
	73
	8.059680

	death
	11793
	112
	7.979286

	discounted
	283
	64
	7.917344

	48p
	89
	62
	7.847598

	reduce
	2847
	74
	7.829021

	account
	6404
	87
	7.723135

	divorce
	1830
	67
	7.662966

	dollar
	28223
	164
	7.656807

	36p
	89
	59
	7.654072

	economic
	9744
	98
	7.599626

	increased
	3748
	74
	7.584291

	monthly
	1976
	66
	7.555717

	2
	37217
	190
	7.475297

	50
	13277
	109
	7.468876


Chi non ha competenze specifiche a riguardo delle statistiche sui corpora farà bene a ignorare i dati dell’ultima colonna, sulla significatività delle co-occorrenze. Ad esempio, anche se è sorprendentemente simile, il 55.177194 per interest non è affatto collegabile al 55% visto sopra per interest rates. Un chiarimento del T-score richiederebbe spiegazioni che vanno al di là degli obiettivi di questo volume. 

Sarà bene non ignorare, invece, alcuni dati facilmente rilevabili e interpretabili, come l’assoluta predominanza della preposizione at tra le parole che si trovano nelle immediate vicinanze di  rate/s: la sequenza at a/the  rate of… è molto frequente; ad essa si aggiungono tutte le occorrenze di at any  rate. Anche le componenti del chunk per cent si trovano ai primi posti della lista.

Restringendo la lista dei collocates mediante l’input solo plurale rates si ottiene un quadro abbastanza diverso:

	Collocate
	Corpus Freq
	Joint Freq
	Significance 

	interest
	12573
	1933
	43.737308

	are
	240429
	641
	17.727162

	cut
	11375
	332
	17.721853

	lower
	5087
	288
	16.730958

	higher
	6198
	261
	15.848831

	high
	24151
	265
	15.092935

	low
	9276
	192
	13.321299

	rise
	4939
	183
	13.235910

	rates
	5737
	162
	12.367627

	mortgage
	2431
	153
	12.212219

	fixed
	2359
	126
	11.056986

	at
	292324
	473
	11.004599

	per
	24393
	156
	10.928886

	tax
	9041
	130
	10.767920

	in
	958631
	1125
	10.695247

	inflation
	2277
	118
	10.695227

	term
	8714
	110
	9.823960

	base
	4454
	103
	9.798089

	exchange
	3507
	100
	9.719672

	<p>
	985877
	1087
	9.067443

	cent
	19686
	105
	8.711296

	growth
	5236
	82
	8.593192

	fall
	5892
	80
	8.417711

	market
	12929
	90
	8.397466

	pay
	14680
	91
	8.309305

	increase
	5719
	73
	8.008960

	bank
	11926
	76
	7.624298

	will
	152423
	236
	7.431343

	special
	13078
	73
	7.320485

	lowest
	1025
	54
	7.236974

	loan
	2655
	56
	7.199718

	highest
	2689
	56
	7.196086

	variable
	763
	52
	7.126525

	rising
	2296
	54
	7.098719

	current
	6515
	60
	7.073657

	savings
	2607
	52
	6.922121

	for
	482791
	545
	6.814523

	further
	12229
	64
	6.778111

	reduced
	2750
	50
	6.760198

	and
	1369241
	1339
	6.682085

	raise
	3195
	49
	6.635159

	competitive
	1771
	46
	6.573607

	change
	15364
	65
	6.538983

	mortality
	302
	43
	6.520625

	short
	11038
	57
	6.381187

	cutting
	2196
	44
	6.368621

	available
	12460
	57
	6.230633

	credit
	5685
	47
	6.192809

	than
	75051
	130
	6.140183

	unemploy​ment
	2048
	40
	6.065716

	down
	52088
	103
	6.046381

	drop
	3822
	42
	6.009333

	 rate
	9811
	50
	5.961998

	percent
	7279
	45
	5.840850

	apply
	3221
	39
	5.832721

	offer
	11158
	50
	5.809728

	different
	20344
	61
	5.728147

	charged
	3596
	38
	5.698121

	cuts
	2738
	36
	5.635235

	falling
	2358
	35
	5.597484

	crime
	4405
	38
	5.593219

	increased
	3748
	37
	5.590236

	insurance
	5222
	39
	5.576600

	return
	11041
	47
	5.568324

	card
	7060
	41
	5.521784

	official
	6123
	39
	5.461275

	savers
	388
	30
	5.420601

	deposit
	1042
	31
	5.418169

	taxes
	1720
	32
	5.413811

	german
	7598
	40
	5.364271

	5
	24320
	61
	5.321224

	terms
	8917
	41
	5.289965

	by
	230325
	271
	5.278337

	premium
	1159
	29
	5.213130

	up
	134882
	177
	5.200161

	discounted
	283
	27
	5.152618

	raising
	1785
	29
	5.120211

	loans
	1395
	28
	5.080773

	vary
	1206
	27
	5.010630

	income
	4622
	32
	5.003745

	charges
	4634
	32
	5.002050

	its
	64494
	102
	4.995044

	have
	266301
	299
	4.981339

	reduce
	2847
	29
	4.962575

	may
	57341
	93
	4.890797

	quoted
	1383
	26
	4.882216

	paid
	8413
	36
	4.879194

	levels
	4195
	30
	4.865013

	if
	141581
	178
	4.859130

	average
	5763
	32
	4.842517

	dollar
	28223
	60
	4.833519

	offered
	5942
	32
	4.817224

	reasonable
	1825
	26
	4.812927

	group
	20867
	51
	4.805790

	business
	17692
	47
	4.792847

	prices
	7617
	34
	4.786772

	include
	7617
	34
	4.786772

	bull
	5706
	31
	4.748580

	fees
	2457
	26
	4.713852

	room
	16071
	44
	4.696617


L’analisi della lingua presa in grandi quantitativi assume quindi aspetti molto diversi dalle analisi tradizionali. Facciamo un raffronto con un testo sulle statistiche vitali, tratto da un’enciclopedia e scelto proprio perché l’argomento garantisce un’alta frequenza di  rate/s:

Vital rates,

relative frequencies of vital occurrences that affect changes in the size and composition of a population. When calculated per 1,000 inhabitants -- as is conventional in vital-statistics publications -- they are referred to as crude rates. More refined rates often must be used in the more meaningful analysis of population change.

Principal among vital rates are the crude birth rate and the crude death  rate; i.e., annual numbers of births or of deaths per 1,000 population, based on the midyear population estimate. The difference between these two rates is the rate of natural increase (or decrease, if deaths exceed births). Rates of natural increase are a net result of fertility trends, health conditions, and variations in the age composition of the population. They approximate rates of population growth, a result of natural increase and the balance of migration (immigrants minus emigrants), when the latter is comparatively small.

The marriage  rate records the annual number of marriages per 1,000 inhabitants. It is a crude measure, since, aside from the effects of age composition and preferred ages at marriage, it also is influenced by remarriages of previously widowed or divorced persons. More importantly, it does not include marriage unions that are not legally formalized, and there are differences in the definition of legal marriage. Some countries, for example, recognize common-law marriages as legal, while others do not; and in some Latin-American countries, marriages performed under indigenous tribal rites are not recorded as legal. Divorce rates and the infant mortality rate complete the set of most widely published vital rates. The infant mortality  rate is calculated as the number of infant deaths (deaths of children under 12 months of age) occurring in a given year per 1,000 live births occurring in the same year.

These vital rates are widely used and facilitate much useful comparison of time trends and of local variations within or among countries. Being summary measures, they do not reveal many factors that may have a distorting effect for purposes of more specialized comparison. Chief among these factors is the variable age composition of the population. Thus, the crude birth rates are somewhat distorted measures of reproductivity, because the percentage of total population at reproductive ages is not taken into account. The crude death rates distort the comparison of mortality conditions to an even greater extent. Even under the best health conditions, mortality is at least relatively high at advanced ages; therefore, the proportion of aged persons in the population--e.g., those aged 65 and over--has a large effect. 

Nel testo qui sopra, il sostantivo rate/s (che nell’originale NON è evidenziato) compare 18 volte su 420 parole (4,29%); per dare un raffronto, nella concordanza COBUILD, rates occorre 40 volte su 529 parole (7,56%). Ora possiamo confrontare il testo con le concordanze di rate/s tratte dallo stesso; nella prima versione il riordino è in base alla parola che precede:
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Nella seguente versione le linee sono disposte nell’ordine alfabetico delle parole che seguono rate/s:
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La seconda versione raggruppa le frasi in cui la parola chiave è seguita da un sintagma preposizionale retto da of: Rates of natural increase are a net result of…; The difference [...]  is the rate of natural increase; They approximate rates of population growth. In questi casi rate/s non è premodificata da un altro nome. Il linguaggio specialistico evita premodificazioni multiple potenzialmente ambigue come population growth rates. Si può infine notare – e qui è più evidente che in altri esempi dati nel capitolo – che increase non è normalmente usato come premodificatore (in altre parole, non troviamo ?increase rate come troviamo growth rate).

Questo tipo di informazioni non serve a chi l'inglese lo deve soltanto leggere e capire; ma chi lo deve parlare o scrivere ed è stato aiutato a scoprire questa “regola lessicale” evita di produrre espressioni che in teoria non violano nessuna regola (ma solo perché si ha in mente solo la grammatica come fonte di regole) e però risultano innaturali. “La naturalezza sta al testo come la correttezza grammaticale sta alla frase” (Sinclair 1991:80; su questo tema v. anche Murphy 2003).

In questo capitolo sono stati trattati, e quindi diamo per acquisiti, i seguenti punti:

· il ruolo delle banche-dati linguistiche in Glottodidattica;

· la differenza tra data-based e data-driven;

· l’uso delle concordanze anche per affrontare temi di grammatica:

· i limiti delle concordanze da corpora non lemmatizzati;

· la reperibilità di alcune risorse su Internet;

· l’uso delle concordanze per l’esame di vocaboli che ricorrono frequentemente in un testo, anche breve.

